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CHAPTER 3—AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT
 
Chapter 3 provides background information on 
the various resources and resource programs 
managed by BLM, and describes their condition 
and trend.  This chapter is organized into five 
sections, including Resources, Resource Uses, 
Fire Ecology, Special Area Designations, and 
Social and Economic Conditions.  Each of these 
five sections is then split into resources or 
program areas that are presented in alphabetical 
order.  This organization is based on Bureau-
wide guidance to provide a common look and 
feel to RMP planning documents prepared by 
the BLM.  Each part is introduced by a list of 
Laws, Regulations, and Policies followed by a 
discussion of the presence, condition and trend 
of the topic area.  The list of laws, regulations, 
and policies is presented to provide the reader 
information on the major directives that 
influence the program; it is not meant to be 
comprehensive.  A synopsis of each of the 
referenced laws is provided in Appendix A.  
 

3.1  RESOURCES 
 
3.1.1  AIR QUALITY 
 
Laws, Regulations, and Policies 

 
Air quality management on public lands 
administered by the BLM is directed by the 
following laws, mandates, and guidance: 
 

�� Clean Air Act 42 USC 1857 (1970, 
1977) 

�� Clean Air Act of 1990, as amended, 42 
USC, 7418 

�� Executive Order 12088, Federal 
Compliance with Applicable Pollution 
Control Standards, Coordination with 
the Environmental Protection Agency, 
State, interstate, and local agencies 

�� 40 CFR 52.1370 (Air Programs 
Montana) 

�� 40 CFR 81.327 (Attainment Status 
Designations)  

 

 
Affected Environment 
 
Air quality in Beaverhead and Madison Counties 
is excellent.  Southwest Montana, which 
encompasses Beaverhead and Madison County, 
is in attainment meaning that the air resource 
meets or exceeds all National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards. The closest Montana 
Ambient Air Quality monitoring sites are 
located north of the Dillon Field Office Area in 
Butte.  Butte is the closest Montana State PM 10 
Non-attainment Area. 
 
The 1977 Amendments to the Clean Air Act 
resulted in the development of three Air Quality 
Classes under the provisions of Section 160, 
Prevention of Significant Deterioration.  Class I 
Areas are areas where visibility is an important 
value.  There are strict standards for such areas.  
Class I Areas are generally national parks or 
wilderness areas.  Red Rocks Lakes National 
Wildlife Refuge is a Class I Area and is located 
in the Centennial Valley, south of the DFO.  
Several other Class I areas are located in areas 
surrounding Beaverhead and Madison Counties.  
These include: Yellowstone National Park to the 


